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interest. Love of power actuated the great millionaires,
who have far more money than they can spend, but con-
tinue to amass wealth merely in order to control more and
more of the world's finances.1 Love of power is obviously
the ruling motive of many politicians. It is also the chief
cause of wars, which are admittedly almost always a bad
speculation from the mere point of view of wealth. For this
reason, a new economic system which merely attacks
economic motives and does not interfere with the concen-
tration of power is not likely to effect any very great
improvement in the world. This is one of the chief reasons
for regarding state socialism with suspicion.
m
The problem of the distribution of power is a more
difficult one than the problem of the distribution of wealth.
The machinery of representative government has concen-
trated on ultimate power as the only important matter, and
has ignored immediate executive power. Almost nothing
has been done to democratize administration. Govern-
ment officials, in virtue of their income, security, and social
position, are likely to be on the side of the rich, who have
been their daily associates ever since the time of school
and college. And whether or not they are on the side of
the rich, they are not likely, for the reasons we have been
considering, to be genuinely in favour of progress. What
applies to government officials applies also to members of
Parliament, with the sole difference that they have had to
recommend themselves to a constituency. This, however,
only adds hypocrisy to the other qualities of a ruling caste.
1 Cf. J. A. Hobson, The Evolution of Modern Capitalism.